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	Type of vehicle
	mph (km/h)
	mph (km/h)
	mph (km/h)
	mph (km/h)
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	Cars & motorcycles
(including car-derived vans up to 2 tonnes maximum laden weight)
	30 (48)
	60 (96)
	70 (112)
	70 (112)
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	 Cars towing caravans or trailers
(including car-derived vans and motorcycles)
	30 (48)
	50 (80)
	60 (96)
	60 (96)
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	Buses, coaches and minibuses
(not exceeding 12 metres in overall length)
	30 (48)
	50 (80)
	60 (96)
	70 (112)
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	 Goods vehicles
(not exceeding 7.5 tonnes maximum laden weight)
	30 (48)
	50 (80)
	60 (96)
	70 (112) †
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	 Goods vehicles
(exceeding 7.5 tonnes maximum laden weight)
	30 (48)
	40 (64)
	50 (80)
	60 (96)


These are the national speed limits and apply to all roads unless signs show otherwise
* The 30 mph limit applies to all traffic on all roads in England and Wales with street lighting unless signs show otherwise)
† 60 if articulated or towing a trailer
Section 86(1) and Schedule 6 Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984
	Type of Vehicle
	Carriageway

	Passenger Vehicles
	Single
	Dual
	Motorway

	Motorcycle
	60
	70
	70

	with trailer
	50
	60
	60

	Invalid Carriage (not exceeding 254kg)
	20
	20
	-

	with trailer


	20
	20
	-

	Passenger vehicle, Motor caravan or Dual purpose vehicle, none of which exceed 3050 kg unladen or 8 passenger seats. A car derived van
	60
	70
	70

	with trailer


	50
	60
	60

	Passenger vehicle, Dual purpose vehicle, Motor caravan which exceed 3050 kg unladen or 8 passenger seats but do not exceed 12 metres length
	50
	60
	70

	with trailer


	50
	60
	60

	Passenger vehicle, Dual purpose vehicle, Motor caravans which exceed 3050 kg unladen or 8 passenger seats and exceed 12 metres length
	50
	60
	60

	with trailer


	50
	60
	60

	Goods Vehicles

	Goods vehicle not exceeding 7.5 tonnes which is not an articulated vehicle or car derived van
	50
	60
	70

	with trailer


	50
	60
	60

	Goods vehicle exceeding 7.5 tonnes which is not an articulated vehicle (with or without trailer)
	40
	50
	60

	Articulated goods vehicle not exceeding 7.5 tonnes (with or without trailer)
	50
	60
	60

	Articulated goods vehicle exceeding 7.5 tonnes (with or without trailer)
	40
	50
	60

	Motor tractor or locomotive with not more than 1 trailer (with or without trailer)
	30
	30
	40

	Motor tractor or locomotive with more than 1 trailer
	20
	20
	20

	Agricultural motor vehicle (with or without trailer)
	40
	40
	40

	Works trucks (with or without trailer)
	18
	18
	18
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Hampshire County Council as Highway Authority has introduced numerous 30mph speed limits in village locations.  

Some information about 30mph speed limits specifically in the new 30mph scheme for villages in Hampshire.

A 30mph speed limit can be made in two ways:
1. Under Section 81 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (RTRA), It shall not be lawful for a person to drive a motor vehicle on a restricted road at a speed exceeding 30 miles per hour.  Section 82 (RTRA 1984) defines a restricted road, “a road is a restricted road for the purposes of section 81 of this Act if in England and Wales, there is provided on it a system of street lighting furnished by means of lamps placed not more than 200 yards (183m) apart (Street lit roads).”
2. Under Section 84: An order made under this subsection may prohibit the driving of motor vehicles on a road at a speed exceeding that specified in the order.
All of the 30mph speed limits in the village 30’s have been made under section 84. This means that a Speed Limit Order has been made stating that no person shall drive any vehicle at a speed exceeding 30 mph on any of the roads specified in the order.  This means that roads with street lights and roads without street lights are all prosecuted contrary to Section 84. 

But different rules about signing apply to those roads with or without street lights, and not which section of the RTRA is in force.

On street lit roads it is forbidden in law to put 30mph repeater signs up.  At camera sites in village 30’s we are erecting a sign like this:


Called an 880 sign.  It is an information sign, not a repeater and has no weight in law.

We are endeavouring to position these signs in the area where the enforcement vehicles are sited.

On roads in the village 30’s where there are no street lights or not enough (3) lights to make a system or where they are too far apart, repeater signs (small 30 signs on posts) are being used, regularly spaced along the road. 

The exception is that in the New Forest Country Park permission has been given to use painted roundels on the road surface at regular intervals instead of 30 repeaters on posts.
The final relevant part of the RTRA is Section 85(4) which says, “Where no system of street lighting furnished by means of lamps placed not more than 200 yards apart is provided on a road, but a limit of speed is to be observed on the road, a person shall not be convicted of driving a motor vehicle on the road at a speed exceeding the limit unless the limit is indicated by means of traffic signs.

And the opposite is true - if there are lamps etc, then the limit does not need to be indicated by means of traffic signs. The presence of street lights is sufficient irrespective of which section of the RTRA was used to make the 30 limit. 

This was confirmed by the case of Humber v DPP 2008 where the High Court said,

“In principle it was for a motorist to know where he stood regarding the prescribed speed limit by observing whether the road on which he was travelling was lit, and whilst that might not be as well known as it might be it was explicitly referred to in the Highway Code.”




























































SPEED LIMITS














30 MPH SPEED LIMITS IN HAMPSHIRE











